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1. Introduction

Plastics are the largest, most harmful and most persistent fraction of marine litter. According to the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), approximately 7 billion of the 9.2 billion tonnes of plastic produced from 1950-
2017 became plastic waste, ending up in landfills or dumped. Particularly, the amount of plastic litter in the world’s
oceans has been rapidly growing year by year (Borrelle et al., 2020; Jambeck et al., 2015; Ryberg et al., 2019),
accounting for at least 85 per cent of total marine waste (UNEP, 2021). To respond to this critical issue, measures
have been intensively discussed at various international fora, such as UNEA (United Nations Environment
Assembly), G20, and G7. As we have already seen in the G20 Marine Plastic Litter Reports, multilateral
stakeholders have engaged in actions against marine plastics in different parts of the world. This momentum
supported a historic resolution at the fifth session of the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-5) in 2022,
on reaching a commitment to develop an international legally binding instrument (hereinafter “the instrument”) on
plastic pollution, including in the marine environment, with the ambition of completing the work by the end of 2024.

Further and immediate actions are required to stop marine plastic pollution; however, we are simultaneously facing
several challenges in accelerating the actions against marine plastic litter. For example, personal protective
equipment has added significantly to current volumes of plastic waste due to the ongoing COVID-19. While there
is a renewed realisation of the importance and value of plastic, this does not change the gravity of plastic pollution.
We, the G20 members and countries/organisations, must continue to accelerate our MPL actions in parallel with
our response to infectious diseases.

In light of the “G20 Action Plan on Marine Litter” agreed at the G20 Hamburg summit in July 2017, the “G20
Implementation Framework for Actions on Marine Plastic Litter” was established at the G20 Ministerial Meeting in
June 2019 in Karuizawa. Maintaining this momentum, the “Osaka Blue Ocean Vision (OBOV)” aims to reduce
additional pollution by MPL to zero by 2050 through a comprehensive life-cycle approach. OBOV was firstly shared
by G20 leaders at the G20 Osaka Summit in 2019 and has now been widely shared at various international fora
as a common global vision. To achieve this vision, the G20 Implementation Framework was also endorsed by the
G20 Osaka Leaders’ Declaration and has received additional support from multiple members. The number of
countries and regions sharing the Osaka Blue Ocean Vision has risen to 87 as of August 2022. Under the G20
Implementation Framework, G20 members have been facilitating action implementation in line with the G20 Action
Plan on Marine Litter based on respective national policies, approaches and circumstances.

With this as a background, the G20 reports on Actions against Marine Plastic Litter have been annually published
since 2019, extending the reporting scope to countries and regions sharing the OBQOV, as well as to institutions
beyond the G20 community. Plenty of countries have contributed to this initiative over the four years: it started
from 20 countries in 2019 and this year 34 countries and 8 institutions / NGOs contributed to this first edition in
2022. Furthermore, for efficient information-sharing, updating, and outreach to the wider international community,
the reported information and recent relevant news are regularly updated at the G20 Marine Plastic Litter portal site
(https://g20mpl.org/).

The fourth G20 report on Actions against Marine Plastic Litter was prepared in 2022, under the leadership of the
Government of Indonesia, which holds the 2022 G20 Presidency, and with the support of the Government of Japan.
The report will help to promote policies and measures through information and knowledge-sharing based on the
G20 Implementation Framework, among and beyond the G20 member states. This report covers actions by the
G20 members, and other countries and regions that share the Osaka Blue Ocean Vision, as well as relevant key
international organisations.

We hope that this informative report will contribute to supporting the improvement and acceleration of the actions,
particularly by encouraging actors to work in an internationally harmonised and coordinated manner. We also
believe that this report will be of help in promoting a constructive discussion at the intergovernmental negotiating
committee for the instrument on plastic pollution.

As a quick overview, the following table summarises each country’s implementation status based on the submitted
templates.
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STOP GCEAN

PLASTIC POLLUTION

2. Policy Framework for MPL

A total of 34 members, 33 countries and EU, have
contributed to this year’s reporting. For the purposes of
this report, we categorize EU as a political unit and
capture its responses with other countries. Out of 34,
33 members responded to the checklist asking
implementation status. Thus, the following infographics
were developed based on the checklist responses by
33 members in total. Responses are presented in the
following sub-categories: policy framework; measures;
and challenges.

Out of 33 countries, 31 countries have national action
plans/strategies on marine plastic litter, and 33
countries have legislations on marine plastic litter. 21
countries have MPL-specific indicators to monitor and
evaluate progress towards reducing MPL. Based on
the responses, action to abate MPL is entrenched in
the policy process, with countries starting to take
measures.

35
30
25
20
15
10
5
0
Do you havea Do you have Do you have
National Action legislation on the MPL-
Plan or MPL? (including specific
strategies on waste indicators in
MPL? management your country?
and circular
economy)

Figure 1: Countries - Policy Framework for MPL*

*Number of countries responded YES among 33 responses

2.1.National Action Plan
(Countries) / Action Plan

(International organisations

Countries

Australia
m 2018 National Waste Policy

The 2018 National Waste Policy, agreed by all Australian
governments, sets the agenda for waste to 2030. The
Policy is underpinned by circular economy principles and
recognises that by applying the principles of a circular
economy, we can support better and repeated use of our
resources. A copy of the Policy is available at

http://www.environment.gov.au/protection/waste-
resource-recovery/national-waste-policy

B 2019 National Waste Policy Action Plan

The 2019 National Waste Policy Action Plan drives
implementation of the National Waste Policy, including by
setting seven National Waste Targets to reduce waste,
increase recycling and importantly develop markets for
recycled materials. A copy of the Action Plan is available
at

https://www.environment.gov.au/protection/waste/publica
tions/national-waste-policy-action-plan

B 2021 National Plastics Plan

The National Plastics Plan takes a whole-of-lifecycle
approach to the plastic challenge, including product
design, increasing Australia’s _recycling capacity,
stimulating demand for recycled content, and preventing
plastics from leaking into the environment. The plan
addresses:

* Phasing out problematic and unnecessary single-use
plastic packaging and products

* The need for Australia to take responsibility for our plastic
waste

e Supporting consumer action on plastics

* Plastic-free oceans and waterways


http://www.environment.gov.au/protection/waste-resource-recovery/national-waste-policy
http://www.environment.gov.au/protection/waste-resource-recovery/national-waste-policy
https://www.environment.gov.au/protection/waste/publications/national-waste-policy-action-plan
https://www.environment.gov.au/protection/waste/publications/national-waste-policy-action-plan

¢ Research and innovation, to inform good decisions and
unlock new opportunities.

A copy of the National Plastics Plan is available at

https://www.environment.gov.au/protection/waste/plastic
s-and-packaging/national-plastics-plan

These material streams were identified following two
years of consultation by APCO with industry and
government on problematic and unnecessary single-use
plastic packaging and products. Government is working
with industry on steps to phase out these products.

On 15 April 2021 Australia’s Environment Ministers
agreed eight problematic_and unnecessary single-use
plastic product types for phase out by 2025 (or sooner in
some cases) under the National Waste Policy Action Plan.
This decision will provide greater clarity to industry. The
agreed products were: lightweight plastic bags; plastic
products misleadingly termed as ‘degradable’; plastic
straws; plastic utensils and stirrers; expanded polystyrene
(EPS) consumer food containers (e.q. cups and
clamshells); EPS consumer goods packaging (loose fill
and moulded); and microbeads in personal health care

products

Brazil

B National Plan to Combat Marine Litter

Overall, this national initiative aims to reduce as much as
possible the impacts of marine litter (including plastic) on
coastal and marine ecosystems and to improve life quality
of Brazilian citizens.

The main goals of the Action Plan are:

* to reduce marine litter impact in terms of quantity arising
from terrestrial sources;

e to reduce impact of marine litter in terms of quantity of
debris from marine sources, including solid waste, lost
cargo, abandoned, lost or discarded fishing artifacts, and
abandoned vessels;

* to reduce the amount and the impacts of accumulated
solid waste on the coast and in coastal and oceanic
waters;

* to boost research, development of technologies and
methodologies to combat marine litter; and

* to promote environmental education activities and improve
society’s engagement by providing information regarding
the impacts of marine litter and the need for better solid
waste management improvement.

The 2022 Action Plan prioritizes the implementation of
some objectives and actions foreseen in the National Plan
to Combat Marine Litter, encompassing:

¢ Solid waste management (“tackling the root cause”);

¢ Cleaning up beaches, rivers and mangroves (“Restoring
the environment and life quality”); and

* Results management (“Gathering information and
continued improvement”).

Canada
m Canada-wide Strategy on Zero Plastic Waste

B Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic Waste

The Government of Canada is implementing a circular
economy and lifecycle approach to reduce plastic waste,
increase the value recovery of plastics, and tackle plastic
pollution. Canada is implementing its comprehensive
agenda towards zero plastic waste by 2030. This includes
working with all levels of government, industry and civil
society on a range of complementary actions that prevent
and reduce plastic waste and pollution from land and
aquatic-based sources.

Actions include: prohibiting harmful or problematic single-
use plastics and microbead-containing toiletries; investing
in__innovative _solutions; reducing plastic waste in
government operations; advancing science to inform
solutions and measure progress; supporting communities
to prevent and remove plastic pollution; working with
industry to prevent and retrieve lost fishing gear and find
circular _solutions across sectors; and contributing to
global action such as through the Ocean Plastics Charter
and the development of a new global agreement on plastic

pollution.

In _addition to these efforts, the Government has
committed to:

require at least 50% recycled content in plastic packaging
by 2030;

establish a recycling target of 90% for plastic beverage
containers;

introduce labelling rules for recyclability and
compostability claims for plastics; and,

support extended producer responsibility with a federal
public plastic registry that requires producers to report on
plastics in the Canadian economy.

In_November 2018, through the Canadian Council of
Ministers of the Environment, the federal, provincial and
territorial _governments adopted the Canada-wide
Strateqy on Zero Plastic Waste. Building on the Ocean
Plastics Charter, the Strategy takes a circular economy
and lifecycle approach to plastics and provides a
framework for collaborative action in Canada.

The federal, provincial and territorial governments also
adopted a Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero Plastic
Waste to implement the Strategy. The Plan, developed in
two phases, sets out tangible actions and clear timelines
to _better prevent, reduce, reuse, recover, capture and
clean up plastic waste and pollution in Canada.

Phase 1 of the Action Plan (2019) identifies actions to
improve the circularity of plastics in the economy and
make the systems change needed to reduce plastic waste.

Phase 1 activities includes achieving consistent extended
producer responsibility programs, determining a roadmap
to address single-use and disposable plastics, support for
recycling _infrastructure _and _innovation _in__plastics
manufacturing, tools for green procurement practices, and
a roadmap to establish targets for specific sectors to
strengthen value-retention processes such as repair,
reuse, refurbishment and remanufacture.



https://www.environment.gov.au/protection/waste/plastics-and-packaging/national-plastics-plan
https://www.environment.gov.au/protection/waste/plastics-and-packaging/national-plastics-plan

Phase 2 of the Action Plan (2020) outlines additional
coordinated actions to: improve consumer, business and
institution awareness; reduce waste and pollution from
aquatic activities including fishing and aquaculture;
advance science on the impacts of plastic pollution and
inform solutions along the value chain; support capture,
clean-up and prevention of plastic pollution; and
contribute to global action.

Chile

B National Strategy for the Management of Marine Litter and

Microplastics

The general objective of this strategy is to articulate the
national public policy around the management of marine
litter and microplastics, providing national guidelines to
focus the management, promote coordination and
coherence of the actions of the different sectors with
competence. In order to reduce, recover and prevent the
entry of waste into aquatic ecosystems and its impacts. In
addition, this strategy considers an action plan for the
period 2020-2030.

The specific objectives are:

Identify the stakeholders that directly and indirectly
generate waste from terrestrial and marine sources.

Establish and apply voluntary and mandatory
environmental management instruments to prevent the
generation of marine debris at its source and reduce its
impacts.

Encourage research and innovation for the development
and refinement of new methodologies and solutions for
monitoring, prevention, reuse and recovery of marine
debris.

Build capacity and knowledge among stakeholders
involved in the generation and management of marine
debris.

Encourage the participation of the private sector to
promote investment, trade and market creation in
industries and activities that allow the prevention and
proper management of marine debris.

Promote international cooperation, the exchange of
information at a regional and global level, and technical
assistance to make progress toward reducing marine
debris and its impacts.

China

B Opinions on Further Strengthening Plastic Pollution

Control (2020)

China issued the Opinions on Further Strengthening
Plastic Pollution Control, which requires positive response
to plastic pollution, orderly prohibits or restricts part of the
production, sale and use of plastic products, and actively
promotes their substitutes. It also requests to increase the
supply of green products, develop a robust plastic waste
recycling system, and establish and improve the system
of management of each link. According to the Opinions,
we will take strong, orderly and effective measures to
control plastic pollution. The main objectives are to take
the lead in banning and restricting the production, sale,
and use of some plastic products in specific regions and
areas. By 2022, the consumption of single-use plastic

products will be on a trajectory of significant reduction,
substitute products will be promoted, and the proportion
of the plastic wastes that can be used as resources and
energy will be significantly increased. For sectors facing
grave plastic pollution, such as e-commerce, express and
food delivery, a number of models of plastics reduction
and green logistics will be developed in mainstreaming
and optimization programmes. By 2025, the management
system for the production, distribution, consumption,
recycling, and disposal of plastic products will be basically
established, and a joint governance system engaging
multiple stakeholders will be basically built. The
development capacity of substitute products will be further
improved. The amount of plastic wastes in key cities will
be significantly reduced, and plastic pollution will be
effectively controlled.

Action Plan on Plastic Pollution Control (2021-2025)

China issued the Action Plan on Plastic Pollution Control
(2021-2025) to further strengthen the whole-chain control
of plastic pollution and promote the white pollution control
to achieve greater results during the 14th Five-Year Plan
period. By 2025, the plastic pollution control mechanism
will operate more effectively, the relevant tasks of local
governments, departments and _enterprises _will _be
completed, and governance of whole-chain plastic will
cover production, circulation, consumption, and recycling.
Plastic disposal will be more effective, and white pollution
will be better curbed. In terms of source reduction, the
irrational use of disposable plastic products in key areas
such as commodity retail, e-commerce, food takeout,
express delivery, accommodation will be greatly reduced,
secondary packaging will be basically eliminated in
delivery service, and the application scale of recyclable
packaging in delivery will reach 10 million. In terms of
recycling _and disposal, cities at prefecture level and
above will _basically establish _domestic waste
classification, delivery, transportation and treatment
systems according to local conditions, and the collection
and transfer efficiency of plastic waste will be greatly
improved; the incineration capacity of municipal solid
waste in China will reach about 800,000 tons/day, and the
direct landfill volume of plastic waste will be greatly
reduced; the recovery rate of agricultural film will reach
85%, and the residue of plastic film will achieve zero
growth. In terms of garbage removal, the historical plastic
waste left in open sites in _key water areas, tourist
attractions _and rural areas will be basically eliminated.
The leakage of plastic waste to the natural environment
will be effectively controlled.




Colombia

National Plan for the Sustainable Management of Single-
Use Plastic

This plan is mainly oriented to the development of actions
within the framework of circularity, promotion of the use of
reusable products and recycling of materials. Progress
will be made in the gradual substitution of plastics
considered unnecessary.

The content of this technical instrument includes initiatives
aimed at improving the environmental characteristics of
plastic products, promoting the rational use of single-use
plastics, placing reusable materials on the market and
modifying the culture in commercial establishments and
home services. It also includes actions aimed at basic and
applied research for new substitute materials and the
generation of reverse logistics mechanisms.

In _addition, the plan presents cross-cutting actions,
fundamental to facilitate management, highlighting
labeling, eco-design, communication and culture towards
sustainable lifestyles, research, coordination with the
public sanitation service, as well as restrictions on the use
of plastic in areas of National Natural Parks.

Additionally, Colombia during the period 2021-2022,
through the delegates of DAMCRA and DAASU,
contributed at the international level in the joint
construction for the development of action plans to
address _marine debris _and plastic _pollution in_the
Northeast and Southeast Pacific regions. As a result, to
date, the following are in place:

Marine Debris Action Plan for the Northeast Pacific 2022-
2026

Marine Debris Action Plan in final version prepared and
edited, whose official launch took place on June 8, 2022
during the Oceans Day with the participation of the
Director of DAMCRA on behalf of Colombia.

Regional Plan for Integrated Management of Marine
Debris in the Southeast Pacific

Regional Plan, which was approved on April 4, 2022, by

the General Authority of the Southeast Pacific Action Plan.

Costa Rica

National Marine Residues Plan Costa Rica, 2021-2030
(Plan Nacional de Residuos Marinos)

*Translation note: For Costa Rica the use of litter or waste
in this document is referred in Spanish as “residuos” and
not “desechos” or “basura”. The use of the term residues
is preferred in most parts.

The plan is designed under a highly participatory
methodology of the various sectors linked to waste
management and sea users, establishing a mission and
vision, as well as the quiding principles or approaches. It
establishes a diagnosis of the state of the situation, its
background and the series of methodological steps that
quided the design.

It also includes the identification of the source of terrestrial
and marine residues, the impact on ecosystems and the
proposed monitoring to improve the conditions of rivers,
coasts and the sea, on the basis of the most recent
requlations that the country has and identifying the gaps
that it has in the light of international requlations.

In_order to advance faster, the plan establishes the
primary action of education, awareness and information to
sensitize citizens, as well as research, development and
innovation to learn more about marine residues and its
management. Undoubtedly, these activities will not be
possible without the financing of cooperation mechanisms.

Finally, as an implementation engine, an intersectoral
governance body is established to execute the actions
summarized here.

Fiji
m National Ocean Policy 2020 — 2030

The policy intends to support, synergies, promote and
establish best practice standards for oceans management
within _the Fijian Government and for all relevant
stakeholder groups including community groups, non-
government organizations and, the private sector. The
policy charts a path to the strengthening of sectoral
polices and legislations based on identified gaps, lessons
learned  from  national _implementation, evolving
international good practices, and recent international
developments and commitment.

France

W Action Plan for the Marine Environment (Marine Strategy

Framework Directive — MSFD)

The MSFD aims at protecting more effectively the marine
environment across Europe by achieving the good
environmental status of the EU marine waters. The
comprehensive document identifies the main pressures
such as marine litter. EU member States have drawn up
a programme of measures to attain good environmental
status. The first cycle of the programme closed in 2021,
the second cycle is now being applied.

Biodiversity plan: Target - “O plastic reaching the sea in
2025”

The biodiversity plan has been published in 2018. It sets
up the national strategy to protect biodiversity. It tackles
multiple aspects of the national environmental policy such
as climate adaptation and plastic reduction.

National Roadmap against Marine Litter “O plastic
reaching the sea 2019-2025”

The objective of this roadmap is ambitious: ending the
dumping of plastic waste at sea by 2025 by implementing
35 actions aiming at preventing plastic pollution and
raising awareness. This national roadmap translates the
biodiversity plan into concrete actions.



National Roadmap for a circular economy
https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/fr/node/783

It aims at achieving a transition towards a circular
economy by providing national citizens with the means to
adopt a more sustainable consumption and make
progress in waste separation.

National “3R” strategy on single use plastic packaging

This strategy has been adopted by decree on April 2022
and defines actions and measures to implement the 3R
objectives for 2025 as specified by the “3R” Decree for
reduction, reuse and recycling of single use plastic
packaging for 2021-2025; and presents a vision for
reaching the goal to eliminate all single use plastic
packaging by 2040.

Germany

German Resource Efficiency Program Il (ProgRess llI)

With the adoption of the German Resource Efficiency
Programme (ProgRess) in February 2012, Germany was
among the first countries to determine targets, guiding
principles and approaches to the conservation of natural
resources. The German government is obligated to
submit a report to the Bundestag on developments in
resource efficiency in Germany every four years and to
update the programme. The first update report, ProgRess
II, was adopted by the Federal Cabinet on 2 March 2016,
the second, ProgRess Ill, on 17 June 2020. ProgRess Il
includes measure 78:

“Initiating an international convention for protecting the
world’s oceans from plastic waste

The German government, together with other ambitious
countries, is striving to initiate an international
convention on protecting the world’s oceans from
plastic waste. Plastic waste entering our oceans is
currently a major environmental problem and puts an
enormous strain on natural resources that endangers
organisms, marine ecosystems and human health, for
example through microplastics which can be absorbed
by eating fish. At the fourth session of the United
Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA 4), the proposal
for an international convention for protecting the oceans
from plastic waste was met with widespread support.
However, a mandate has not yet been issued. Together
with like-minded countries, the German government will
draw up an agenda for further steps to enhance
cooperation on the prevention of plastic waste. An
important intermediate target is to achieve a consensus
at UNEA 5 on a mandate to develop a legally binding
convention.”

MSFD Programme of Measures (PoM)

The Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD,
2008/56/EC) aims_at achieving or maintaining a Good
Environmental _Status in _European Marine Waters.
Descriptor 10 in_Annex | demands, that marine litter
should not harm the marine environment. To achieve this
goal, a monitoring of litter in the different marine
compartments has been set up and 11 measures have
been adopted to tackle the relevant sea- and land-based
sources.

Action Plan “Nein zur Wegwerfgesellschaft”

At the end of 2018, the German Federal Environment
Ministry presented its 5-point plan for less plastic and
more recycling. The goal: Out of the throwaway society.
With the 5-point plan, the BMU has initiated important
steps toward less superfluous packaging, fewer products
to throw away, less waste, and more recycling. From
currently more and more waste to less and less waste.
The following priorities are important:

Avoiding superfluous products and packaging - and
banning them if necessary. This applies, for example, to
disposable products, but also to deliberately used
microplastics in cosmetics.

Make packaging more environmentally
strengthen reusable packaging.

friendly,

Promote environmentally friendly product design.

Close material cycles through intelligent and high-quality
recycling.
Reducing input of plastic litter into the environment

Indonesia

B National Plan of Action on Handling Marine Plastic Litter

The NPA on MPL is requlated by Presidential Regulation
No. 83/2018 concerning Handling Marine Litter, it is a
collaborative action plan that involved 16-line ministries to
reduce MPL by 70% in 2025 using 2018 baseline.

Italy

B Implementation of the Directive 2008/56/EC on Marine

litter and update of the Regional Plan on the Marine Litter
Management in the Mediterranean in the Framework of
Article 15 on the Land Based Sources Protocol.

According to the art. 11 of the Marine Strategy Framework
Directive, every 6 years, ltaly plans and reports to the
European Commission the assessment status of the
marine environment related to the Descriptor 10 (Marine
litter). To do that, a National Monitoring program on beach
litter, floating litter, seafloor litter, microlitter, and litter
ingested by biota is developed in order to_verify the marine
good environmental status (GES) according tothe
threshold values defined or trend assessment. To achieve
the GES according to the art. 13 of the MSED, programme
of measures is defined. Moreover, Italy according to the
Convention for the Protection of the Mari ne Environment
and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean and its
Protocols (Barcelona Convention) is_implementing the
updated Regional Plan on the Marine Litter Management
in the Mediterranean, amended, in Antalya (Tirkiye), 7 10
December 2021, during the 22" Ordinary Meeting of the
Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of
the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the
Mediterranean and its Protocols.



https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/fr/node/783

Japan To achieve the overall goal, the following four pillars of
activities will be set which are in line with regional
frameworks in ASEAN, such as ASEAN Framework of

B National Action Plan for Marine Plastic Litter (formulated

in 2019)

In May 2019, the “National Action Plan for Marine Plastic
Litter” was formulated. The action plan listed effective
countermeasures to realize a world without additional
pollution from plastic in the following eight fields: 1) Sound
waste management systems, 2) Prevention of littering,
illegal dumping and unintentional leakage of waste into
the oceans, 3) Collection of scattered waste on land, 4)
Innovation in development of and conversion to
alternative materials, 5) Removal of plastic litter from the
oceans, 6) Multi-stakeholder involvement and awareness-

Action and ASEAN Regional Action Plan
Policy Support and Planning

Research, Innovation and Capacity Building
Public Awareness, Education and Outreach
Private Sector Engagement
In order to develop the National Plastic Action Plan, a

Technical Working Group has set up and data will be
collected in the 3 pilot cities.

raising, 7) Sharing scientific information and knowledge: Nepal

R&D and Monitoring, and 8) International cooperation. ) )
m The Action Plan to Ban Plastic Bags 2022

Specifies the activities and role of different stakeholders
for the effective implimentation of Plastics Bag Bann.

Mexico

B Participation in specialized working groups

The General Coordination of Ports and Merchant Marine,
through the General Direction of Merchant Marine has
participated in work sessions as a part of the Working

Netherlands

W Policy programme on (micro) plastics — European Marine

Group of the Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of
Marine Environmental Protection (GESAMP) and the
Working Group to address Marine Plastic Litter from Ships
of the Subcommittee on Pollution Prevention and
Response (PPR) of the International Maritime
Organization, which seeks to classify plastic pellets as
hazardous material and mitigate the negative impact of
plastics and microplastics.

As a part of Mexico’s commitment with the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, we have a requlation at the
national level that contributes to the accomplish of the
SDG14: Life Below Water. Besides, among the legal
instruments is the Agreement through which the National
Policy of Seas and Coasts of Mexico, the Federal Law of
the Sea, the General Law of Ecological Balance and
Protection of the Environment and the General Law of
Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture.

Myanmar

B National Plastic Action Plan in Myanmar is being

developed with the technical assistance of (Japan-
ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF))

Strengthening Capacity for Marine Debris Reduction in
ASEAN region through the formulation of National Action
Plans for the ASEAN Member States and Integrated
Land-to-Sea Policy Approach Project is implementing in
Cambodia and Myanmar to formulate the National Plastic
Action Plan on marine debris.

Overall Goal: Reducing marine plastic debris by

Integrated Land-to-Sea approach with:

Concrete plans focusing on implementation

Maximizing the use of reginal/national resources through
cooperation

Consistency with existing regional/national framework.

Strategy Framework Directive

In 2018 the Netherlands has adopted a circular economy
transition agenda for plastics. The aim is to close the loop
for plastics by using them more intelligently and more
economically and by utilizing more high-quality secondary
raw materials and biomass.

To accelerate the transition to a closed-loop plastics chain
and reduce emissions of CO2, the Plastics Transition
Agenda has detailed four courses of action:

Prevention: more with less and reduced leakage;
Greater supply and demand for renewable plastics;
Better quality and better environmental returns;

Strategic cooperation, across the value chain.

The implementation programme for this agenda includes
seven projects that are intended to put these four
developmental aspects into practice. Together with all the
actors, both public and private, efforts and investments
will be made over the coming years with the aim of
creating a fully circular plastics value chain by 2050.

As part of the transition agenda for plastics a specific
policy programme has been developed for micro plastics.
This subprogramme is part of the prevention track and it
focusses on:

Banning deliberate additions of microplastics in products
at the European level,

Tackling the emissions of microplastics as a consequence
of the breakdown of plastic litter;

Cutting down on emissions of microplastics as the result
of wear and tear on products such as car tyres, paint and
clothing;

Getting a better understanding and a better picture of the
effects of microplastics in the human body.



In 2015, the Netherlands adopted the national Program of
Measures, as part of the implementation of the Marine
Strategy Framework Directive (MFSD). Based on top 10
beach litter items and taking into account existing waste
management measures, three so-called Green Deals
were adopted to tackle litter from beach-recreation,
shipping and fishing. In these Green Deals actions and
obligations for government authorities, entrepreneurs,
civil society organisations and private individuals are
brought together. In addition, attention was given to
Education programmes, Awareness-raising, specific
plastic items like balloons and microplastics in cosmetics
and measures to deal with riverine litter (Clean Rivers
Initiatives).

A knowledge generating programme has been started to
obtain knowledge on distribution, composition and effects
from riverine litter and microplastics. Currently this
program is being updated. A new program will be adopted
in 2022.

The second MSFD Programme of Measures was adopted
in_March 2022. The program contains measures
necessary to achieve the environmental targets set for the
Dutch part of the North Sea, including measure combating
marine litter. In _addition, the document contains a
knowledge agenda.

The Netherlands is complying with EU legislation
contributing to reducing marine litter, such as the EU
Single Use Plastics directive and the EU Port Reception
Facilities directive.

Furthermore the Netherlands is implementing OSPAR’s
Regional Action Plan on Marine litter that is currently also
being updated. Adoption is foreseen in 2022.

Finally, the Dutch and European plastic pacts were
launched in 2019 respectively 2020. Goal is to bring
together frontrunner companies and governments in the
NL and EU to accelerate the plastics economy. Goals are
to use

20% less plastics (EUR PP 20% less virgin of which 10%
absolute reduction),

Use at least 30% (in NL plastic pact 35%) of recycled
plastics in new plastics,

Design 100% recyclable and reusable products where
possible

Increase the recycling rate by 25% (EUR PP), or achieve
70% recycling of all plastics used (NL PP)
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Norway

Norwegian Plastics Strategy (inNorwegian: Noregs
plaststrategi). An English version of the strategy can be
found here.

https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/norwegian-
plastics-strateqy/id2867004/

Launched in August 2021. The Norwegian Plastics
Strateqy/ action plan describes action taken and action
that is under implementation to reduce plastic litter and
plastic pollution, across the entire life-cycle of plastics, in
Norway as well as Norwegian priorities internationally. It
adresses measures to reduce plastic pollution across
various value-chains and sectors, both from land-based
and sea-based sources. The strategy also includes
measures on clean-up of marine litter.

The plan includes measures to promote more sustainable
value chains for plastics, as well as measures to reduce
discharges of plastic waste to the environment from
sectors such as fisheries and aquaculture, agriculture,
transport, building, as well as household waste.

It also describes measures to reduce use of single use
plastic products and measures to phase out hazardous
substances in plastic products in order to increase the
amount of plastic waste that can be safely recycled.

Norway is part to the EEA-agreement and an integral part
of the European internal market, and many measures
described in the plan will be further developed in close
cooperation with the European Union.

On_clean-up, it _includes measures to strengthen
knowledge and coordination of clean-up efforts in Norway,
including between volunteers and private sector.

We have made good progress in the following up of the
strategy that was launched a year ago. Further details is
described below.

This includes implementation and preparation for
implementation _of the relevant EU-directives and
international requlations including under the Basel

convention. In addition Norway has a specific action plan
against plastic litter from commercial and recreational
fisheries and aquaculture. The Directorate of fisheries
publishes reqularly updates on its implementation. The
action plan is under translation to English.

The new centre against marine litter (Marfo), which from
1.1.2022 was established as an administrative body under
the Ministry of Climate and Environment, contributes
significantly to strengthen and disseminate knowledge on
clean-up, and on marine litter from fisheries and

aquaculture.

A national strategy for a Green, Circular Economy
launched in 2021 (In Norwegian: Nasjonal strategy for
ein grgn, sirkulzer gkonomi Nasjonal strategi for ein gran,
sirkuleer gkonomi:

https://www.regjeringen.no/no/dokumenter/nasjonal-
strategi-for-ein-gron-sirkular-okonomi/id2861253/)

This strategy includes measures to promote a circular
economy for plastics, and thus contribute to the reduction
on marine plastic litter and plastics pollution.



https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/norwegian-plastics-strategy/id2867004/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/norwegian-plastics-strategy/id2867004/

Republic of Korea

The 1st National Action Plan on marine litter and marine
contaminated sediment(2021-2030)

The 1st National Action plan on marine litter and marine
contaminated sediment(2021-2030) is the 4th national
plan established in 2021 to tackle marine litter problem in
the Republic of Korea. Like its predecessors, the plan
incorporates comprehensive measures to address
various marine litter ranging from contaminated sediment
to_marine plastic litter including microplastics based on
resource circulation and carbon-neutral approach.

The plan sets its goal to cut the amount of marine plastic
litter by 60% until 2030 and will achieve MPL-free ocean
by 2050 through meticulously designed 5 marine litter
reduction strategies and 40 action plans.

¢ Prevention
- Enhance management of the marine litter source

from the sea such as ALDFG, the waste from ships
- Enhance management of the marine litter entering
from the land through marine litter barrier at
estuaries and clean-up activities at estuaries
- Enhance management of the foreign marine litter
source through international cooperation on marine
litter policies and research

¢ Reinforcement of marine litter collection
- Expand the target areas of marine litter collection

with a goal to cover remote places

- Enhance public-private partnership to leverage
various marine litter related stakeholders to
encourage wide participation for clean-up activities

- Develop _innovative _marine _litter _collection
technologies and increase the number of marine
litter monitoring sites to obtain accurate marine litter
data

¢ Enhance infrastructure for marine litter disposal and
recycling

- Increase the number of eco-friendly marine litter
disposal areas for local fishermen communities

- Introduce pre-processing facilities for marine litter
in order to effectively recycle

- Research and development for new and efficient
recycling technologies

e Comprehensive approach to strengthen marine litter
management system

- Establish ‘National Marine litter Committee’ in order
to do prompt decision making for urgent marine
litter related issue

- Implement microplastic monitoring to evaluate and
assess

- International _ cooperation __through
multilateral, bilateral frameworks

regional,

¢ Public education and campaigns to raise awareness
- Design various education and public campaigns

targeting all range of age groups
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Republic of the Marshall Islands

B |egislation for the prohibition of (1) single use plastic bags,
single use Styrofoam plastic cups and plates (II) container
deposit legislation 2016

Law bans manufacture and importation and use of; single
use plastic bags, Styrofoam products such as cups, plates,
single use plastic cups and plates; Container deposit
leqgislation introduced recycling of PET bottles and pay
refund fees for all recycled PET bottles.

Samoa

® National Waste Management Strategy 2019-2023

The National Waste Management Strategy 2019-2023
provides an integrated framework for the sound
management of solid waste and chemical and hazardous
waste in Samoa.

Saudi Arabia

® National action plan for sustainable management of
Marine Litter in the Red Sea coast of Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.

The plan is part of a regional effort by the “The Regional
Organization for Conservation of the Environment of the
Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden”. A final draft of the action
plan is currently undergoing final stages of approval
before implementation. Key components include: Public
awareness campaigns, engagement plans with key
stakeholders, evaluation of enforcement mechanisms,
adequacy of port reception facilities at the red sea,
developing and monitoring flagship demonstration actions,
engage private companies to phase out single use plastic
bags, water bottles, straws, etc...plan for coastal land
owners to regularly collect litter plastic from their area of
operation, re-survey beaches with baseline data, support
local marine research institutes to protect coastal marine
environment from littering in addition to training and
capacity building.

Senegal

B National action plan for the implementation of the plastic
law

The national action plan is developed as part of the
implementation of the plastic law. It takes into account the
prevention and fight against marine plastic pollution. This
national action plan doesn’t specifically address the
actually existing plastic _pollution in the marine
environment.

Singapore

B National Action Strateqy on Marine Litter

Singapore has launched its National Action Strategy on
Marine Litter in _June 2022. The Strategy outlines
Singapore’s actions and measures to combat marine litter
across six priority areas tailored to our local context:

* Reduction of land-based sources of litter
* Reduction of sea-based sources of litter

e Circular Economy approach



Research & Development

Maintaining and Strengthening Outreach and Stakeholder
Engagement

International Engagement and Collaboration.

The Strategy demonstrates Singapore’s commitment to
address _marine litter _domestically _and contribute to

international efforts to tackle this transboundary challenge.

It also seeks to invigorate further efforts from all sectors of
society to play their part, thus enabling a Whole-of-Nation
approach to tackle marine litter.

A copy of the National Action Strateqy on Marine Litter can
be found at the following URL:

www.mse.gov.sg/nasml

Preparation of Integrated Marine Litter management
sectoral policy, strategy and action plan under the
National Policy on Waste Management is on going. This
will be able to tackle the marine litter issue.

Thailand

B Thailand’s Roadmap on Plastic Waste Management

2018-2030

The Roadmap can be divided into: the Plastic Waste
Management Action Plan phase | (2018-2019) and phase
Il (2020-2022) and marine plastic litter measure is
attached under the Plastic Waste Management Action
Plan.

Tarkiye

Spain ) ) o .
P B Marine Litter Provincial Action Plans

B Program of Measures on Marine strategies

National Circular Economy Strateqy (Spain Circular 2030)
and Circular Economy Plan 2021-23

Marine Strategies, are the planning instrument for the
marine environment created under Directive 2008/56/EC
of 17 June 2008 establishing a framework for Community
action in the field of marine environmental policy (Marine
Strateqgy Framework Directive), and their main objective is
to achieve Good Environmental Status (GES) for our seas
by 2020 at the latest. Descriptor 10 is marine litter, and its
study includes an initial evaluation, definition of good
environmental _status, setting targets, action _and
monitoring programs.

Spain Circular 2030 lays the foundations for promoting a
new production and consumption model in which the
value of products, materials and resources is retained in
the economy for as long as possible, in which waste
generation _is _minimized and used as efficiently as
possible, the generation of waste is reduced to a minimum
and those that cannot be avoided are used to the greatest
possible extent. The Strateqy contributes to Spain's
efforts to achieve a sustainable, decarbonized, resource-
efficient and competitive economy. This strategy will be
materialized through successive three-year action plans,
the first being the Circular Economy Plan 2021-23.
Although it is not specific for marine litter, it contributes
overall to achieve a circular economy, and thus improve
wasted management that can potentially end up in our
marine environment.

Sri Lanka

B National Action Plan on Plastic Waste Management 2021-

2030

Overall objective of the policy is enabling a healthy life and
Cleaner Environment for all. National Action Plan on
Plastic Waste Management 2021-2030 consists of 15
goals and Goal 05 represents focuses on Reduction of
marine plastic _pollution comprising _macro _and micro
plastics flowing into ocean through land-based activities

by 80% by 2030.
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Turkiye has 28 coastal provinces. Under the chairmanship
of Governors, these cities have settled commissions for
the preparation of Marine Litter Provincial Action Plan.
These commissions are composed of, related institutions,
academia, NGQO’s. Each of these commissions has
prepared their local Marine Litter Action Plans in line with
the template given in Circular on Marine Litter Provincial
Action Plans’ Preparation and Implementation. The
provincial action plans put into force in 2020, which are
valid for 5 years. The studies are annually reported to the
Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate
Change by the Governorships.

United Arab Emirates

B National Integrated Waste Management Strateqy

The national integrated waste management strategy has
been prepared to reflect the commitment of all
stakeholders in the UAE to protect the environment from
the effects of waste management activities, improve
waste services according to the waste management
hierarchy and promote the circular economy. The projects
and programs of the strategy that will be carried out by the
federal and local government, in addition to the private
sector aim to enhance the circular economy by improving
the mechanism of waste disposal, intensifying recycling
efforts, adopting the concept of extended producer
responsibility, and spreading awareness in _the Emirati

society.
The strateqy is designed with strategic directions that

represent the main priorities of waste management in the
UAE to cover the following:

Promoting sustainable production and consumption
programs in avoiding waste generation.

Developing sorting, reusing, recycling and treating waste
activities by adopting a circular economy approach.

Ensure implementing proper healthy engineered disposal
systems applications in landfills.

Building research, development and innovation
capabilities and adopting advanced technologies in
integrated waste management.


http://www.mse.gov.sg/nasml

United Kingdom

Many UK policies, such as waste management, are
devolved matters, which _means each administration
(England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland) has its
own _strategies and _action plans. Below, and in
subsequent sections these are classified either as UK,
where they pertain to all four administrations, or by each
administration where the policies are devolved.

UK Marine Strategy

The UK Marine Strategy provides the framework for
assessing and taking measures to achieve and maintain
Good Environmental Status (GES) in UK seas. It covers a
wide range of biodiversity and marine environment
descriptors including marine litter.

In March 2021 an updated UK Marine Strategy Part Two
was published, setting out the monitoring programmes
that will be used to assess progress towards updated GES
targets, published in the updated UK Marine Strategy Part
One in 2019. We are currently updating the UK Marine
Strateqy Part Three, which sets out a programme of
measures for achieving or maintaining GES, following a
consultation which ran September - November 2021

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uplo
ads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/971696/uk-
marine-strategy-part-two-monitoring-programmes-
2021.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uplo
ads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/921262/marine
-strategy-partl-october19.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uplo
ads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/486623/marine
-strategy-part3-programme-of-measures.pdf

UK Plastics Pact

UKPP members cover the entire plastics value chain and
are responsible for the majority of plastic packaging sold
through UK supermarkets, and approximately two thirds
of the total plastic packaging placed on the UK market.

By 2025, The UK Plastics Pact will transform the UK
plastic packaging sector by meeting four world-leading
targets.
100% of plastic packaging to be reusable, recyclable or
compostable

70% of
composted

plastic packaging effectively recycled or

Eliminate problematic single-use items

30% averaged recycled content across all packaging
25 Year Environment Plan

This plan sets out the UK government’s plan to improve
the environment within a generation, including the
approach to tackling marine pollution of all kinds and in
particular material that came originally from land.
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Relevant goal in the 25 Year Environment Plan:

. Minimising waste

Relevant target in the 25 Year Environment Plan:

. Significantly reducing and where possible preventing all
kinds of marine plastic pollution —in particular material that
came originally from land

England

B The Resources and Waste Strategy for England

published in 2018, contains commitments towards
reducing marine plastic pollution through circular
economy policy measures and international cooperation.

Litter Strategy for England.

One way in which waste ends up in the marine
environment is through littering that occurs on land. We
published the Litter Strategy for England in April 2017,
setting out our aim to deliver a substantial reduction in
litter and littering within a generation. The Litter Strategy
brings together communities, businesses, charities and
schools to bring about real change by focusing on three
key themes: education and awareness; improving
enforcement; and better cleaning and access to bins. We
publish a dashboard of different indicators each year to
monitor the extent of litter and littering in England.

Waste Prevention Programme for England.

The Waste Prevention Programme is being revised
following consultation in 2021. The new Programme
builds on and embeds the strategic principles referred to
in the Resources and Waste Strategy. Our goal is for a
circular_economy approach which retains products and
goods in circulation for as long as possible and at their
highest value. The new Programme will set out priorities
for action to manage resources and waste in accordance
with the waste hierarchy as well as setting out how we can
work with communities and businesses to reduce litter.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/resources-
and-waste-strategy-for-england

Scotland

m Marine litter strategy for Scotland (www.gov.scot).

This is currently under review, with a refreshed Strategy
due for consultation in 2021 with an increased focus on
marine litter removal. It provides the framework for marine
litter policy and legislation development by improving
relevant public and business behaviours, reducing
sources, improving monitoring and strengthening co-
ordination nationally and internationally. As the majority of
marine litter comes from land, The Marine Litter Strategy
is closely linked with our terrestrial strategy for litter and
fly-tipping; Towards a Litter-Free Scotland. This is also
under review with a refreshed version expected in 2022.
Fly-tipping, coastal or otherwise, comes under the Rural
Crime Strategy, 2019-2022. The improved management
of plastic as a material is targeted through our circular
economy strategy;



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/971696/uk-marine-strategy-part-two-monitoring-programmes-2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/971696/uk-marine-strategy-part-two-monitoring-programmes-2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/971696/uk-marine-strategy-part-two-monitoring-programmes-2021.pdf